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the normal standard, either from a congenital cause, or one
accruing in early-childhood. The low state of development
of the brain is usually associated with alteration in the
form of Mie head, and often with a generally misshapen
body. The head is, as a rule, small, the forehead very
oblique and the crown flattened. Deafness and squinting
are frequently associated with this disease.

In the idiot the manifestations of his condition began at
an age which preceded the development of tlfe intellectual
faculties, and they for the most part are from the firs^ what
they are doomed to remain, throughout the idiot's existence.
In a fully developed case there is little memory, and less
judgment, although he is usually cunning, dirty, and often
mischievous in his habits. In the less marked cases, there
is a certain amount of intelligence and reasoning power.
By education he may learn how to express his wishes by
signs, but his articulating power always remains imperfect.
The acts of the idiot are usually the results of impulses
originating in the sensations

One class of cases sometimes called the " apathetic,"
have frequently awkward, clumsy, ill-shaped bodies,
coarse features, thick and everted lips, irregular and
decayed teeth, and ill-formed, large ears. In these cases
the head is often large. Mentally they ar^ gloomy,
apathetic, but sometimes, passionate and dangerous. An-
other variety of idiots, called the "agitated" (Dr. Ireland)
are quick and flighty, run about, crying, laughing, and
gesticulating. These are subject to outbursts of passion,
and they are often aggressive. They have usually small
well-formed heads.

Imbecility is a variety of idiocy which manifests itself in Imbecility,
infancy, and in which the mental faculties from childhood
upwards, remains in an undeveloped state. It may there-
fore be considered a minor form of idiocy, and in point of
fact, in some cases it is extremely difficult to distinguish
between the two conditions. The difference becomes more
manifest under the influence of education, for the idiot is
with difficulty taught any thing, whereas the imbecile